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Serbian officials, both in Serbia and abroad, who, notwith-
standing their official position, have not hesitated since the
crime of the 28th June to express themselves in interviews
in terms of hostility to the Austro-Hungarian Government;
and, finally,
10. To notify the Imperial and Royal Government with-
out delay oi the execution of the measures comprised under
the preceding heads.
The Austro-Hungarian Government expect the reply of
the Royal Government at the latest by 6 o'clock on Saturday
evening, the 25th July.
In the light of what has been said in the preceding
chapters concerning the Sarajevo assassination, the circum-
stances leading up to it, Serbia's failure to take prompt
steps to discover and arrest the accomplices, and Austria's
conviction that her very existence was at stake, one cannot
say that the demands, though very severe, were excessive
from the Austrian point of view. If they had been honestly
calculated merely to exact punishment for those connected
with the Sarajevo assassination and to obtain guarantees
of security for the future, they might be regarded as justi-
fied. But having been deliberately framed with the expec-
tation that they would be rejected, .and that their rejection
would lead to a localized war with Serbia, they must be
condemned on both moral and practical grounds as one of
the main causes of the World War. And Germany, in so
far as she assented to them and endorsed them, must share
in this condemnation.